Any method tending to prevent the formation of sloughs and putrefaction in wounds reduces the chances of the septic selfinfection of patients by the absorption of the putrescent secretions of ttteir own wounds.
Under this head I would place torsion of the large arteries and antiseptic ligation of the small one3.
This, I am aware, is reversing the order of things as generally practised, for surgeons have as yet scarcely recognised that torsion of the larger arteries is the safest way of permanently arresting haemorrhage from them, and consequently they prefer to twist the small vessels and ligature the large ones. ]\Iy belief is that this is a mistake, and that we gain two things by twisting a large artery instead of ligaturing it: 1 sfly, greater security ; Indly, no necrosis or sloughing of the injured end of the vessel. In order that these advantages may be reaped to the utmost, it is necessary that the details of the system should be understood.
The method of the torsion of arteries for the purpose of arrest- 
